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ADMINISTRATION AWARDS $350 MILLION IN GRANTS FOR HIV SERVICES
UNDER RYAN WHITE CARE ACT. In my 16 May newsletter I reported the House and
Senate had approved the conference report on S 641, the Ryan White CARE Act Amendments.
Subsequently on the 20th, this legislation was signed into law. It is PL 104-146.
At that time President Clinton announced the award of $350 million in Ryan White
CARE Act grants to complete FY 1996 funding to cities and states to provide emergency
medical and support services for low-income or uninsured Americans living with HIV and
AIDS.

With partial awards made earlier in the fiscal year, this brings the total amount of

awards made under Titles I and II of the CARE Act in FY 1996 to $569 million.
Also announced was the availability of $52 million in FY 1996 funds to states for the
AIDS Drug Assistance Program, which will help states increase the number of

mv patients

receiving drugs, including combination therapies and new drugs, and help pay for their
increasing costs.
Under the reauthorized CARE Act, Congress revised the formulas for calculating Title
I and II grant amounts to reflect changes in the epidemic since 1990. Since 1991, when the flfSt
CARE Act grants were awarded, nearly $2.8 billion in federal funds has been appropriated
under all four titles of the Act, providing care to more than 500,000 low-income Americans
living with HIV and AIDS. There is no question that this money is a lifeline of support for
many.
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ABOUT SITES. SITES is the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, the largest
traveling exhibition service in the world. Its goal is to extend the collections, research, and
museum expertise of the Smithsonian Institution to "sites" across the nation and beyond.
SITES serves people interested in experiencing the Smithsonian beyond Washington, DC.
It brings the Smithsonian to them through all of the places they go to learn and discover '

-- museums, science centers, historical societies, libraries, zoos, aquariums, community centers,
and schools.
The program offers large, complex and/or high-security exhibitions that are best suited
to large-scale museums with substantial technical and staff resources. It offers exhibitions of
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moderate size, cost, and security, that are more appropriate for university galleries, and science
centers. It also has low-cost, lightweight, limited-security exhibitions to even smaller museums,
schools, libraries and community centers in underserved areas of the country.

And this year,

for the first time, a SITES exhibition is accessible to an audience of millions on the World Wide
Web.
Every SITES exhibition includes:
• Complete curatorial and registrarial information
• Shipping and handling instructions
• Wall-te-wall insurance coverage under the Smithsonian's policy
* Public relations support in the form of press releases and photographs
* Materials to assist in local fundraising and information about working with
national sponsors (when applicable)
* Educational enrichment materials such as curriculum guides, films, video
and audio cassette programs, suggestions for lecture series, and computer software
* Most also include publications such as catalogues, posters and 1;lrochures
If you think you would like to host a SITES exhibition and are interested in receiving

more information about availability, booking periods, scheduling, costs, etc., please contact my
Washington office. I'll be glad to provide you with the details.
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A VERY SPECIAL GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY.
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Last week we celebrated the historic

anniversary of the National School Lunch Program. It is flfty years ago this week that President

Harry Truman signed the National School Lunch Act. For the last five decades, the School
Lunch Program has prepared children for a healthier tomorrow -- serving more than 180 billion
school lunches.
The School Lunch Program was created to address nutrition-related health problems

found in young military recruits during Worid War II. Today more than 25 million children
participate in the program.
The Department of Agriculture oversees the program, and Agriculture Secretary Dan
Glickman, joined students, parents, and educators here in Washington commemorating its
success. At the service the Secretary spoke of how this marked a major milestone since for the
frrst time in 50 years, nutrition standards for school meals have been substantively updated to
reflect the dietary guidelines for Americans. I agree wholeheartedly and can speak firsthand of
the benefits of this program and how important it has been to safeguarding the health and well-

being of the nation's children. Today's children are definitely far healthier than those of 50
years ago. They will also be tomorrow's healthier adults.
On the occasion of this anniversary the USDA renewed its health and nutrition mission.
It is indeed a
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which has made a positive difference.
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